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What is a Community Safety Forum? 
Local Policing Forums (LPFs) were established under the Garda Síochána Act 2005.  

A Local Policing Forum provides a platform for the Community, An Garda Síochána 

and your Local Authority to work in partnership on community safety issues. In 2022 

Dublin South Central, the Four Local Policing Forums came together and renamed their 

Forums to provide a more inclusive representation of a whole community approach to 

Community Safety ï Community Safety Forum. 

 

Community safety issues refer to acts of criminality and anti-social behaviour that 

impact on the quality of life for people living and working in a community. 

 

The work of the Community Safety Forums is informed by the principle of partnership 

between community, police, and local authority.  Community Safety Forums: 

 

Listen to the community 

Analyse the issues raised 

Develop responses 

Explain what is being done 

 

There are guidelines for Local Policing Forums www.justice.ie 

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Local%20Policing%20Fora%20Guidelines%20-%20EN.pdf/Files/Local%20Policing%20Fora%20Guidelines%20-%20EN.pdf
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Public Meetings 
 

A key function of CSFs is to hold public meetings so that the general community can 

raise and discuss issues. The public meetings are chaired and minutes are taken and 

distributed to all that attended.  

The CSF guidelines suggest three meetings a year.  

Public Meetings are a platform for the all members of the community to have their voice 

heard with regards to matters relating to crime, safety and improvement of quality of life 

for those living and working in the area. 

It is proposed by the guidelines that LPFs have a paid coordinator. This varies in practice.  
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CSF Management Committee  
The work of an CSF is overseen by a management committee. The committee 

membership reflects the three pillars of Partnership ï Community, Police and Local 

Authority. 

 

CSF Management 
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Community 

Community should include people living in the area. The Guidelines propose three residents (usually 

a representative from a residents / tenants group, community action group). 

 In addition, there can be: 

¶ Drugs Task Force  

¶ Local community organisations with a role to play in community safety, such as a Youth 

Service or Local Area Partnership. 

¶ Local businesses such as a shopkeeper  

 

 

 

An Garda Síochana 

The Guidelines specify that An Garda Síochana should be represented at an CSF committee by 

Gardaí of sufficient rank (inspector or higher) to act on the recommendations raised at management 

committee meetings. It can be useful to have community Gardaí in attendance too. 

 

 

 

Dublin City Council 

¶ Local authority officials in a role relevant to community safety and of sufficient rank to act on 

recommendations, Local Area Manager.  

¶ Elected representatives, the guidelines propose one elected member from the local authority 

rotating every two years. 

 

Other Statutory Bodies 

¶ Tusla 

¶ HSE 
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Community Safety Forum s & the Joint 

Policing Committee  
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The Garda Síochana Act 2005 also provides for the establishment of Joint Policing Committees 

(JPCs).  The Garda Síochana Act 2005 and the LPF guidelines envisage JPCs establishing 

LPFs in local areas. 

 

As shown in the diagram on page 7 any issues or concerns raised at Public Meetings, 

Management Committee Meetings and the Four Forums which cannot be solved at this level, is 

brought to the Dublin South Central JPC and further on to the Dublin City Wide JPC if needed. 

Likewise, too is shared learning on achievements in community safety. 

 

The JPC is a partnership forum for policing issues also. Its membership includes Senior ranking 

Garda, and Senior level Local Authority representation. 

 

There is also a Dublin City Wide Joint Policing Committee. Issues raised at the South Central 

Joint Policing Committee which are common in the city as a whole can be brought here. The 

Citywide JPC has senior Garda and Local authority in attendance who have responsibility at the 

municipal and not just an electoral area level.  
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Supports to Dublin South Central  

Community Safety Forums  
 

The Four Forums Network 

The Community Safety Forums in Dublin South Central have come together to establish a Four 

Forums Network. This network has representatives from each CSF.  

The Four Forums Network is a mechanism for the CSFs to share learnings, discuss common 

issues and work together on common projects. 

Two elected representatives from the Four Forums have a standing item on the Dublin South 

Central JPC agenda. It is agreed in advance at the Four Forums Network meeting the main 

issues of concerns across the four CSFs which will be raised at the DSC JPC. Where a follow up 

action is required on this agenda item, this is referred to the BCR Project (See next section) 

 

Building Community Resilience 

The Building Community Resilience Project is unique to Dublin South Central. The project was 

established after the publication of a report ï also called Building Community Resilience ï which 

was commissioned by the Four Forums Network and funded by Dublin City Council. 

The report described the nature and the impact of criminality and antisocial behaviour connected 

with the drug-trade on communities across Dublin South Central.  

One of the key roles of the project is to support the four CSFs in the following ways: 

- Serving the Four Forums through facilitating meetings and following up on actions 

- Supporting the CSFs to participate fully in the Joint Policing Committee effectively 

- Following up on actions arising from the CSF agenda at the JPC 

- Supporting CSFs to respond to persistent antisocial behaviour in hotspot areas within their 

communities  

- Offering induction and training to members of the Community Safety Forums 

Contact Building the Community Resilience Coordinator here 

 

The Community Safety Forumsô Support Worker 

A support worker is available on a part-time basis to the Community Safety Forums in the Dublin 

South Central Area. This post is funded by Dublin City Council and the worker is based in the 

Dublin South City Partnership.  (01) 473 2196 dublinsouthcitypartnership.ie 

https://www.bcrproject.ie/home/
https://www.bcrproject.ie/our-report/
https://www.drugsandalcohol.ie/31426/1/building-community-resilience.pdf
https://www.bcrproject.ie/contact-us/
https://dublinsouthcitypartnership.ie/
https://dublinsouthcitypartnership.ie/
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The Four Community Safety Forums in Dublin 
South Central 

There are four CSFs in the Dublin South Central JPC area.  

South West Inner City 

Ballyfermot Chapelizod 

Dublin 12 

Canal Area 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All CSFs hold public meetings. In some areas, meetings are rotated between smaller neighbourhoods 

within the community. 

All CSFs consist of the following members 
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     South West Inner City Community Safety Forum 

 
                          

 

 

The area covered by South West Inner City Community Safety Forum:  

Most of the area policed from Kevin Street Garda Station, between the Liffey & the Grand Canal.  It 

stretches from Christ Church up to Heuston Station & from Portobello as far as Dolphinôs Barn. 

Public Meeting details: 

Three per year ï roughly February, May, October.   

Venues rotated ïSt. Catherineôs Church on Thomas Street, Jamesôs Street Parochial Hall, 

St. Teresaôs School (Donore), St. Catherineôs Sports Centre, Donore Community Centre, the 

Little Flower (Meath Street), Robert Emmet CDP, the Mendicity Institute, Online 

Contact: 

D8Forum@gmail.com 

 

Management Committee 

 

Term - 3 years  

Chair rotates every 2 years 

Induction Training and information provided 

Minutes circulated by email to committee members 

Kevin St. Conference Room / Online 

 

 
  

 

https://dscforums.ie/south-west-inner-city-local-policing-forum/
mailto:D8Forum@gmail.com
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Ballyfermot / Chapelizod Community Safety Forum Management Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

The area covered by Ballyfermot / Chapelizod Community Safety Forum:  

 Ballyfermot / Chapelizod 

Public Meeting details: 

Quarterly - January, April, July & October 

Venue - Ballyfermot Civic Centre / Online 

Contact: 

Ballyfermot Civic Centre, Ballyfermot, Dublin 10, Co. Dublin D10 T042 

Veronica Bolger Assistant Staff Officer DCC (01) 2224653  

 

 

Management Committee 

 

Term - 3 years  

Chair rotates every 2 years 

Induction Training and information provided 

Minutes circulated by email to committee members 

Ballyfermot Civic Centre / Online 

 

https://dscforums.ie/ballyfermot-local-policing-forum/
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Dublin 12 Community Safety Forum  Management Committee  

 

 

The area covered by Dublin 12 Community Safety Forum:  

 Similar, but not identical, to the boundaries of the Drugs Task Forces. 

Drimnagh, Crumlin, Kimmage, Walkinstown and Greenhills 

Public Meeting details: 

Three per year - January, March, December 

Venues rotated ï St Maryôs Hall, Mother McAuley, Boscoôs, Online 

 

Contact: 

 valeriescott@dscp.ie  (01) 473 2196 

 

Management Committee 

 

Term - 3 years  

Chair rotates every 2 years 

Induction Training and information provided 

Minutes circulated by email to committee members 

Dublin South City Partnership Office, Crumlin / Online 

 

 

https://dscforums.ie/dublin-12-local-policing-forum/
mailto:valeriescott@dscp.ie
https://dublinsouthcitypartnership.ie/
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The Canal Area Community Safety Forum Management Committee 

  

 

The area covered by Canals Area Community Safety Forum:  

 Bluebell, Rialto and Inchicore. 

 

Public Meeting details: 

Every four months 

Venues rotated ïBluebell, Inchicore, Rialto or Online 

Contact: 

 valeriescott@dscp.ie  (01) 473 2196 

 

 

Management Committee 

 

Term - 3 years  

Chair rotates every 2 years 

Induction Training and information provided 

Minutes circulated by email to committee members 

Eblana House, Marrowbone Lane / Online 

 

 

https://dscforums.ie/canals-local-policing-forum/
mailto:valeriescott@dscp.ie
https://dublinsouthcitypartnership.ie/
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Resources and Links 
 

Guidelines for Local Policing Forums 

Current Guidelines for Local Policing Forums in Ireland can be seen at  

www.justice.ie  

The Policing Authority is mandated to review and devise new guidelines  

Garda contacts in the Dublin South Central Area 

Kevin Street Garda Station (South-West Inner City CSF) 

garda.ie - station-directory -kevin street  DMRSouthCentral.Community@garda.ie    

41 Upper Kevin Street, Dublin 8. D08 PW26  

01 666 9400 

Kilmainham Garda Station (Canals Area CSF) 

garda.ie-station-directory -Kilmainham  kilmainham.community@garda.ie 

High Road, Kilmainham, Dublin 8, D08 PP92  

01 666 9700 

Crumlin Garda Station (Dublin 12 CSF) 

garda.ie-station-directory-crumlin 

23, St. Agnes Road, Crumlin Dublin 12. D12 C588 

01 666 6200 

 

Ballyfermot Garda Station (Ballyfermot Chapelizod CSF) 

garda.ie-station-directory-ballyfermot 

Rossmore Avenue, Ballyfermot, Dublin 10. D10 T674 

01 666 7200 

  

https://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Local%20Policing%20Fora%20Guidelines%20-%20EN.pdf/Files/Local%20Policing%20Fora%20Guidelines%20-%20EN.pdf
https://www.garda.ie/en/contact-us/station-directory/kevin-street.html
mailto:DMRSouthCentral.Community@garda.ie
https://www.garda.ie/en/contact-us/station-directory/kilmainham.html
mailto:kilmainham.community@garda.ie
https://www.garda.ie/en/contact-us/station-directory/crumlin.html
https://www.garda.ie/en/contact-us/station-directory/ballyfermot.html
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Community Crime Impact Assessments (CCIA) 

Community Safety Forums use Community Crime Impact Assessments to measure 

progress in tackling community safety issues in parts of the community most affected by 

antisocial behaviour. 

You can learn more about Here  

Building Community Resilience (BCR) website 

The Building Community Resilience Project which is based on research commissioned by 

the four Community Safety Forums and carried out by Dr Johnny Connolly on community 

safety issues in Dublin South Central supports the work of CSFs. Its website is here 

www.bcrproject.ie 

The Building Community Resilience Project can be downloaded here 

https://www.bcrproject.ie/our-report/  

Commission on the Future of Policing Report 

The Commission on the Future of Policing Report sets out the direction for community 

safety work based on local partnership approaches. Community Safety Forums in the 

South-Central Area are guided by the vision set out in this report. 

You can read the report here 

http://policereform.ie/en/POLREF/Pages/PB18000006  

The Government plan to implement the report can be seen here 

https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/065724-policing-

reform/?referrer=http://www.gov.ie/policingreform/  

 

 

  

https://youtu.be/9IDiikQFzCw
http://www.bcrproject.ie/
https://www.bcrproject.ie/our-report/
http://policereform.ie/en/POLREF/Pages/PB18000006
https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/065724-policing-reform/?referrer=http://www.gov.ie/policingreform/
https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/065724-policing-reform/?referrer=http://www.gov.ie/policingreform/
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